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Watch

Sunday Mornings
at 11:30 a.m.

Gary offers 30 minutes of Expert Tips
for your home, inside and out.

WATCH HOMEWORX on the WEB!
Visit www.local12.com and click on HomeWoRx  

to watch videos of dozens of stories!

• Gary shares important home  
 maintenance advice every   
 week!

• Learn about decks, doors,   
 plumbing, painting,  
 decorating, gardening  
 and more!

RKC

FACTORY DIRECT

PATIO ROOMS

SINCE 1953

  Tune in for expert advice…
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AMERICAN YARDS have a drinking 
problem. Across the U.S., 

32 million acres of lawns are drinking nearly seven 
billion gallons of water every day. That’s a lot of 
water to keep a lushly landscaped lawn.

Water-wiseGardening
BY HEIDI BOTKIN

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
C. JUDE JOHNSON
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IN A CLIMATE of steep gas prices 
and rising food costs, it can be 

rewarding to make your dollar “grow” 
in the cost of landscaping your yard this 
summer.  Xeriscaping, or “dry-scaping,” is 
water-wise gardening that can “cut” down 
on mowing and watering time, saving you 
time and money.

Xeriscaping uses native plants and 
grasses, which are drought tolerant to con-
sume less water, and possibly needing to 
be mowed fewer times.  Strategic planting 
can also lower water usage.

Cara Hague, a horticulturist with the 
Civic Garden Center, Cincinnati, advises, 
“Map it out before you begin.  Start near 
the house with plants that need more 
water and move outward to those where 
nature can provide the water.”

Using a rain barrel or other supplemen-
tary system and placing plants together 

can reduce water needs as well.
If you are not ready to completely 

re-landscape, Carol Mundy, head of edu-
cation at Glenwood Gardens, Hamilton 
County Parks, suggests to “start with 
native stock, which is used to the soil and 
the strange weather mix in Ohio, then do 
some tweaking.”

If you are unsure where to begin and 
what to plant, visit your local landscape 
supply and ask their experts. Some, like 
Marvin’s Organic Gardens in Lebanon, 
offer classes in eco-friendly landscaping 
on the soil/food web, regional native 
plants, and organic fertilizers, according to 
Rick Keyes, nursery manager at Marvin’s. 
Or contact your local university extension 
department. 

with the same water requirements will 
help you to make watering more efficient.

“Mulching is the key to xeriscaping,” 
Hague said. “Mulch locks in moisture and 
keeps the roots cool.”

Increasing hardscaped areas, including 
gravel and stones, pathways and patios, 

Great examples of  
xeriscaping can be  

seen locally at: 

Krohn Conservatory, Cincinnati 
www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cityparks 

the Civic Garden Center 
www.civicgardencenter.org 

Glenwood Gardens 
www.hamiltoncountyparks.org.

Water-wiseGardening
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

513.398.1008
7319 COLUMBIA ROAD

1/4 mile south of Kings Island, off of I-71

Garden Center & Landscaping
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Come  
Check Out  Our Amazing  Selection

June is
Perennial

Gardening
Month

www.sharonnursery.com
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pick your fix GIVE-AWAY

Register online at 
www.intouchzine.com

InTouch magazine brings you a chance to win Pick Your Fix Give Away, valued at approximately 
$250-$1000. No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. Complete rules are available online 
at www.intouchzine.com or at InTouch, 9933 Alliance Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242. To have 
your name removed from our mailing list, send a letter to InTouch, Name Removal, 9933 Alliance 
Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242.

Every home could use a little fixing.
lucky homeowners have a  
chance to win their choice of:

Choose the home fix 
you desire. One winner 

will be chosen from 
each category.

Winners will be showcased  
on intouchzine.com

All entries must be 
received by June 30, 2008.
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The Ultimate Flowerbox Four foot box and  
automatic watering system controller.

www.�owerframers.com

Win a decorative glass 
replacement window  

for pre-exiting  
non-wood door

Win a Gift Card for  
�owers & plants 

for your home

www.sharonnursery.com

Win a transformation  
with decorative crown 

molding installed in one 
room up to 12’ X 14

“Transforming your home...leaving lasting impressions!”

www.transformationsbydoug.com

TowneScapesTowneScapes

Win a Clean 
and Seal for your  

outdoor hardscape
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